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I. READING COMPREHENSION  

      Read the following paragraph and answer the questions given below. 

Our cells may make new substances by a mechanism different from that used by bacteria. 
We must find a drug that blocks the bacterial synthesis of pathway without affecting our 
own. This is what is achieved by the antibiotics that we are all familiar with. Similarly, there 
are drugs that kill protozoa such as the malarial parasite. One reason why making antiviral 
medicines is harder than making antibacterial medicines is that viruses have few 
biochemical mechanisms of their own. They enter our cells and use our machinery for their 
life processes. This means that there are relatively few viruses specific targets to aim at. 
Despite this limitation, there are now effective anti-viral drugs, for example, the drugs that 
keep HIV infection under control. 

1. Why it is more difficult to develop antiviral medicines? 
2. What happens when viruses enter our bodies? 
3. For which disease are antiviral drugs currently available? 
4. Antibiotics are used to treat diseases caused by which type of microorganisms? 

 
II. PREREQUISITES  

Answer the following questions. 

1. Which microorganisms are responsible for causing diseases in humans? 
2. What are the main sources of food for humans? 
3. What is pasteurization? 

 
III. LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Answer the following questions.  

1. Write the percentages of various gases present in the air. 
2.  What precautions do you take in your daily life to prevent illness? 
3.  Compare and write the functions of different types of bees in a beehive. 
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